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Learn from Terzaghi, and surpass Terzaghi

GU Bao-he
(China Institute of Geothchnical Investigation and Surveying, Beijing 100007, China)

Abstract: With a high evaluation of the academic thought and practical spirit of Terzaghi, it is deemed that Terzaghi has
not been surpassed yet since he established the discipline of soil mechanics nearly one hundred years ago. It is the
glorious mission of the young generation of geotechnical practitioners to learn and surpass Terzghi for the following four
aspects: First, the research should focus on the site and the breakthrough lies in the in-situ parameters as geotechnical
materials are located in the site, construction is carried out in the site, and geotechnical engineering knowledge is
generated in the site. Second, mechanics and geology are the two theoretical pillars of geotechnical engineering, and the
two thinking methods are complementary to each other. They are permeated, grafted and fused with each other, which
will surely play a great role in the development of the discipline and the solution of complex engineering problems. Third,
the idea of Science and Art of Terzghi should be inherited to pursue not only accuracy, but also exquisite for each piece of
work. Fourth, we should not only study theory, but also pay attention to practice. We should not only read thousands of

books but also travel thousands of miles. True knowledge comes from practice, and new knowledge comes from practice.
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